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The Pastor’s Perspective

Our lives are often marked by griping more than by gratitude. Take this
typical husband-and-wife joke:

Wife: If you had to do it all over again, would you still marry me?
Husband: | guess so. If | had to.

It seems as if some people just need something to complain about. | once
knew a woman who was so negative that | said to myself, “If she was given
a gold brick from Fort Knox, she’d find a scratch in it!”

The Apostle Paul was no stranger to adversity, but he gave some surprising
advice about how to pray in times of trouble: “Don’t worry about anything,
but in all your prayers ask God for what you need, always asking him with a
thankful heart.” Philippians 4:6

It may not always be easy to find something to be grateful for. It is not
unusual for us to have days when it seems as if everything is going wrong.
But it is impossible, short of dying, for everything to go wrong. And even
when someone dies, the prospect for that person is that for the first time,
everything is about to go right — perfectly and eternally. And for those they
leave behind, the fact that death is a victory rather than a defeat can be a
very comforting thought.

Maybe that is why we have Thanksgiving in November rather than in June.
It's not hard to feel grateful in the middle of Summer when “the cotton is
high and the livin’ is easy.” It's much harder to give thanks when Winter is
staring you in the face. Regardless of what the circumstances may be, it's a
good thing to remember that there is always something to be thankful for
and Someone to be thankful to.




NEWSLETTER NOTICE
Next month, instead of
mailing the newsletters - we
will be sending a PDF copy of
the newsletter to those who
have shared e-mail
information with the church
office. The newsletter will
also be available on the
church website —
www.fpcmattoon.org.
We will continue to mail to
those who don’t have a
computer or e-mail access —
and anyone who would prefer
receiving the newsletter by
mail. Please let the church
office know your preference.
There will be additional copies
available in the narthex.
We appreciate your
cooperation and welcome
your comments.
THANK YOU.

Bible Study

The Thursday morning group is studying the Gospel of John. Anyone is
welcome to study with the group from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. on Thursday
mornings.

COLES COUNTY BARBERSHOP CHORUS - ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS BENEFIT CONCERTS
continuing their tradition of “giving” to the community, the Coles
County Barbershop Singers will present their 36th Annual Christmas
Benefit Concerts on Sunday, December 4th. Wesley Methodist
Church (2206 4th Street, Charleston) will host the 4 PM concert while
the First Presbyterian Church (10 Charleston Ave in Mattoon) will be
the site of the 7 PM performance. Both churches have plenty of
parking and are wheel chair accessible. The 35 man chorus, is made
up of men from 20 different communities and is currently the third
place barbershop chorus in state competition. Along with their
quartets and special husband/wife mixed ensemble, they will present
a FREE one hour concert that focuses on the true meaning of
Christmas. A free will offering will be taken and disbursed to area

needy (Food and Homeless Shelter Programs).
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Savings Time ends on
Sunday, November 6™.
Don’t forget to turn your
clocks back one hour before

going to bed on Saturday
night!

American
RedCross )
We will be

Presbytery will meet Thursday, December 1% at First Presbyterian
Church in Carbondale, IL.

Diapers
The Crisis Pregnancy Center (CPC) needs size 3 diapers. Please

bring them to Church and the Mission Committee will deliver them to
the CPC.

Christmas Shoeboxes

Please share the joy of Christmas and the love of Christ with a child
living in poverty and war by picking up a shoebox (es) in the Narthex.
Simply fill the shoebox with toys, candy & gum (no chocolate-nothing
that melts), personal hygiene products (nothing liquid), books, etc.
Enclosing a note and picture of yourself is optional. If you would like

hosting a Blood Drive for the
American Red Cross on

Monday, November 21 from

2:00 to 6:00 p.m. There will
be a sign-up sheet in the
Narthex for you to reserve
your time to donate.

Please call the church office if

you have any questions or to
make a reservation

to pay the shipping, include a check for $7 made payable to

Samaritan’s Purse. If you have questions, please call Nancy C. Page
at 258-6034.

2012 Calendars Needed

The Mission Committee is collecting 2012 calendars for the Moms
and Babies Program at the Decatur Correctional Center. The Moms
and Babies Program provides a warm atmosphere to facilitate the
bond between offender mother and her child to prevent psychosocial
problems for the children and motivate the mothers to better
themselves, both in prison and in their lives beyond it. If you have a
question, please contact Elsie Carter, 235-6589.
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November 23™.
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Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

HOW IS BEING A CHRISTIAN LIKE BEING A
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. “I have never understood why anyone would roast the turkey and shuck the clams and crisp
the croutons and shell the peas and candy the sweet potatoes and compote the cranberries and bake
the pies and clear the table and wash the dishes and fall into bed exhausted when they could just as
easily sit back and enjoy a hamburger or a pork sandwich.”

—The Turkey



The Ladies Leisurely Luncheon group met at Kemmerer Village on
Monday, October 10™. They took along two large bags of towels
donated by Jodi Sparks and a box of 52 books from Lauren
Covington.

Christmas is coming and there is a list of items that can be
purchased for the children at the Village. It is on the table in the
Fellowship Hall. Thanks to all who continue to save Campbell Soup
labels and Box Tops for Education.

Presbytery will meet Thursday, December 1*! at First Presbyterian
Church in Carbondale, IL.

The P.W. 2012 Church Wide Gathering will be July 18-22 in
Orlando, Florida. There are registration booklets on the table in the
Fellowship Hall for anyone who is interested in going.

Karen Clausing, left, receives the Honorary Life Membership
Award from Connie Buescher, right, Women’s Board moderator.

The award was presented by the women of First Presbyterian Church
in Mattoon in recognition of Clausing’s outstanding service and in
appreciation of the things she has done to keep the church vibrant
and active. This award has been given by Women of Presbyterian
Church (USA) since 1912.

(M%%}QJ Thank you very much for thinking of me for your award. | am very humbled to be so
recognized. There is room for all of our talents and helping hands here. | encourage
everyone to give service to our church a try. Thanks again! Karen Clausing

CALLING ALL LADIES...WE NEED YOU...TO BE PART OF A FUN MORNING!
FASHION SHOW - NOV. 12, 10 AM TO NOON (SALAD LUNCHEON) $5
featuring Maurices and Fashion Bug, "Thirty One" totes, Ragz 2 Bagz and jewelry made by Ellen &
Karen. View lots of fashion & gifts for the holidays! Please take just a couple of hours out of your
Saturday and join us, invite your friends to come with you!! WE NEED SALADS!!!!!......IF YOU WOULD
BE ABLE TO MAKE ONE, PLEASE SIGN UP IN THE NARTHEX THANK YOU!!




From morning till night, may your
birthday be bright, and nicer than
ever before... and as years come
and go may your happiness grow
and your dreams be fulfilled even

more.

Ahries
this Month

November 297"
Mark & catherine
Bovard

“Love is the condition in which
the happiness of another
person is essential to your

”

own.

Special Dates

* All Saints’ Day
November 1%

+ Daylight-Saving Time ends
November 6™

 Veterans Da
November 11

+ Christ the King Sunday
November 20"

» Thanksgiving Day
November 24"

* First Sunday of Advent
November 27

Nov. 1
Linda Douthitt

Nov.2
Brandie McDaniel

Nov. 3
James McKenzie

Nov. 6
Luke Keller

Nov. 10
Jerry Beaumont
Louanna Jaeger

Amy Sidenstricker

Nov. 13
Sam Wood
Kelsey Hudson

Nov. 14
Laura Glenn

Nov. 16
Joe McKenzie

Nov. 21
Michael Fleming
Jerry McRoberts

Nov. 22
Chris Buescher
Dustin Carey

Nov. 23
Sheri Grant
Joyce Moore

Nov. 26
Roy Druin

Nov. 27
Harry Sidenstricker

Nov. 28
Lee Bollinger

Nov. 29
Sue Armstrong
Linda Wilson

Nov. 30
Karen Willaredt
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eadlime Items for the
December newsletter will
be due in the church office
by
November 28"
Thank you!

FAMILY:

Updating our member information:

We look forward to acknowledging church family birthdays and
anniversaries in the newsletter and our Sunday bulletins - but feel
that perhaps not everyone is being recognized because we don’t
have the information.

Please complete the following form with anniversary
information and birth month and day - and mail or bring to the
church office and we will update our records.

Anniversary

Name

Name

Name

Name

Name

birthday
birthday
birthday
birthday
birthday




Tuesday, November 1%
Women’s Board Meeting 8:30 a.m.
Membership Meeting 10:00 a.m.

Saturday, November 12'"
Fashion Show 10:00 a.m.

MDS 12:00 p.m. th
Dulcimers meet at 1:00 p.m. Sunsdeargi’cg%‘,’g(r)":(: 13
Barbershoppers meet at 7:00 p.m. Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
nd Second Service 10:30 a.m.
Wedlzlig:’cjglgl(ij;\égrgt:sr 2 Pre-Pack Food pantry 1:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 3™
Bible Study 9:00 a.m.
Ruth Circle 9:30 a.m.

Bible 101 class 6:30 p.m.

Monday, November 14™
Esther Circle meets 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 15"
PEO meets at 9:00 a.m.
Dulcimers meet at 1:00 p.m.
Quadrangle Book Club 1:00 p.m.
B & G meet at 5:00 p.m.
Mission committee at 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, November 6™
Service 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Second Service 10:30 a.m.

SMS 2:00 p.m. Barbershoppers meet at 7:00 p.m.
‘Monday, November 7" Wednesday, November 16"
Alzheimer’s support group 1:00 p.m.. Kids’ Club 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, November 8" Thursday, November 17"
Dulcimers meet at 1:00 p.m. Bible St,udy 900 a.m.
Priscilla Circle meets at 7:00 p.m. MDA 6:00 p.m.
Barbershoppers meet at 7:00 p.m.

Bible 101 class 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, November 9™

Sunday, November 20"
Kids’ Club 5:30 p.m.

Service 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Second Service 10:30 a.m.

th

Th"éir;gagt’u':(;‘;e_gz)baego Thanksgiving Dinner after service
M Book ClI : .m.

Red Cross Blood Drive 2:00-6:00 p.m.

Alzheimer’s support group 1:00 p.m.

Friday, November 11" Christian Education 6:00 p.m.
Veterans Day Tuesday, November 22"
Church Office Closed v

Dulcimers meet at 1:00 p.m.
Session 6:00 p.m.
Barbershoppers meet at 7:00 p.m.

i U!L'IE%

Wednesday, November 23"
No Kids’ Club

Thursday, November 24™
Happy Thanksgiving

Friday, November 25"
Church Office Closed

Sunday, November 27"
Service 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Second Service 10:30 a.m.

Monday, November 28"
Deacons 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 29"
Women’s Board meeting
and Christmas decorating
8:30 a.m.
Barbershoppers 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 30™
Kids’ Club 5:30 p.m.

Prayer Requests
Continued prayers for
our shut-ins:
Francis Clark
Betty Hovious
Dorothy Irwin
Gladys Woolverton.
For those having
treatments for medical
conditions:
Virginia Campbell
Quina Helton
Susan Riggert
Yvonne Schroeder
Jean Wedel
Leroy Wetzel
Jo Swick
For all those who are
serving in Armed Forces,
including:
Matthew Gathmann
Tony Gross
Kyle Martin
Scott Millsap
Edmund Parker
Tim Williams.




- i Cornucopia

Cornucopia, a Greek word meaning “horn of plenty,” has origins in Greek mythology. But the
cornucopia became a religious symbol and was even stamped on Jewish coins. Overflowing horns,
now common as Thanksgiving centerpieces, came to symbolize abundance and blessings.

The Legend Of The Five Kernels
It was very cold for the Pilgrims that first winter. Food was in short supply. Some days, they had only
five kernels of corn. When spring came the Pilgrims planted the remaining corn. The sun and rain
helped the seeds to grow and much food was harvested in the fall. Every Thanksgiving thereafter, the
Pilgrims placed five kernels of corn beside each plate to remind them of their blessings. This

Thanksgiving let us all remember the blessings of our lives. Count the kernels count your blessings.

The first kernel reminded them of the autumn beauty.

The second kernel reminded them of their love for each other.
The third kernel reminded them of their family’s love.
The fourth kernel reminded them of their Indian friends.
The fifth kernel reminded them of their freedom.

ko*

HHEE \We will be having our Thanksgiving dinner on November 20" at 11:30 a.m. There is a
sign-up sheet in the Narthex.
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