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First Presbyterian Church 
10 Charleston Avenue, Mattoon, IL 61938 

Church Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 Monday – Friday 

Phone (217) 234-6722 * Fax (217) 234-4334 

Email: fpchurch@consolidated.net * Website: www.fpcmattoon.org 

 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

      

 

 

OPENING CHIMES  

 

PRELUDE  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: God calls us, 

People: but sometimes we really do NOT want to hear that call. 

Leader: God has a purpose for us, 

People: but sometimes we really do NOT like that purpose at all. 

All: We need to hear that when God wants us to do something we have to do it. 

 

EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 

*HYMN No. 169   “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 

    (please be seated after hymn) 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION (responsively) 

Leader: When we refuse God’s call to us, 

People: we sin and need God’s forgiveness. 

Leader: Hence, let us turn to the prayer of confession and find God’s forgiveness. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

O God, it is easy to be like Moses, Jonah, Gideon, and others who fought your calling them. You 

want us to do what?  You have to be kidding me, Lord, we say.  Forgive us indeed, O God, because 

we forget you know us best and you can see in us what we cannot see in ourselves. Help us to hear 

your call, and have mercy upon us when we do not. Allow us to trust you fully with our lives. We 

pray this by your Holy Spirit indeed, Amen. 

 

PERSONAL SILENT CONFESSION   

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 
 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

CHILDREN’S CHAT  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                  

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

O God who calls us in Jesus Christ to come and to follow, thank you  

for seeing in us more than we can see in ourselves. Because you have  

seen so much in us, we now bring forth our gifts to you to enhance  

our church and the uplifting of others in their respective calls. We  

pray this in the name of the calling Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

 

MEMBERSHIP PROFILE 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

SILENT PERSONAL PRAYER 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

*HYMN No. 452   “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 

     (Hymn of the month) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING FROM THE PENTATEUCH         Exodus 3:1-22 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY                                                                Westminster Choir 

  Coming Together in His Name (from Matt 18:20) 

 

SECOND READING FROM THE PENTATEUCH                 Exodus 4:1-17 

 

 

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the 

Father, and to the 

Son, and to the 

Holy Ghost.  As it 

was in the 

beginning, is now 

and ever shall be, 

world without end.  

Amen.  Amen. 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father 

Almighty, Maker of Heaven 

and Earth, and in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord; who 

was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead 

and buried; He descended 

into hell; the third day He 

rose again from the dead; He 

ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; 

from thence He shall come to 

judge the quick and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and 

the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory forever.  Amen. 
 



SERMON    “MOSES DID NOT WANT TO GO”             Rev. Dr. John Helgeson 

     (First person sermon) 

 

*HYMN No. 720 “Jesus Calls Us” 

 

*CHARGE 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*DEPARTING HYMN No. 543 verse 3 

 “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me (O Christ, Surround Me)” 

Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight, 

flashing of lightning, strength of wing, 

depth of the sea to soil of planet: 

O Christ, surround me; 

O Christ, surround me. 

 

*ORGAN POSTLUDE 

 

Exodus 3:1-22 

(responsive reading) 

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far 

side of the desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush.  Moses saw that 

though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 

So Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight--why the bush does not burn up." 

When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, "Moses! 

Moses!" And Moses said, "Here I am." 

"Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy 

ground." 

Then he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 

Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. The LORD said, "I have indeed 

seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I 

am concerned about their suffering. 

So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a 

good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 

Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 

And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing 

them. 

So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt." 

But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 

And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you 

have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain." 

Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me 

to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?" 

God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' " 

God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob--has sent me to you.' 

This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation. 

"Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to them, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers--the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob--appeared to me and said: I have watched over you and have seen what has 

been done to you in Egypt. 



And I have promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt into the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, 

Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites--a land flowing with milk and honey.' 

"The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to 

him, 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a three-day journey into the 

desert to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God.' 

But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand compels him. 

So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the wonders that I will perform among 

them. After that, he will let you go. 

"And I will make the Egyptians favorably disposed toward this people, so that when you leave you will not go 

empty-handed. 

Every woman is to ask her neighbor and any woman living in her house for articles of silver and gold and 

for clothing, which you will put on your sons and daughters. And so you will plunder the Egyptians." 

 

Exodus 4:1-17 

Moses answered, "What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, 'The LORD did not appear to you'?" 

Then the LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?" "A staff," he replied. The LORD said, "Throw it on 

the ground." Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. Then the LORD said to 

him, "Reach out your hand and take it by the tail." So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it 

turned back into a staff in his hand. "This," said the LORD, "is so that they may believe that the LORD, the 

God of their fathers--the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has appeared to you." Then 

the LORD said, "Put your hand inside your cloak." So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when he took it 

out, it was leprous, like snow. "Now put it back into your cloak," he said. So Moses put his hand back into his 

cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his flesh. Then the LORD said, "If they do not 

believe you or pay attention to the first miraculous sign, they may believe the second. But if they do not believe 

these two signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water you 

take from the river will become blood on the ground." Moses said to the LORD, "O Lord, I have never been 

eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue." The 

LORD said to him, "Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes 

him blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say." But Moses 

said, "O Lord, please send someone else to do it." Then the LORD's anger burned against Moses and he said, 

"What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, 

and his heart will be glad when he sees you.  You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help 

both of you speak and will teach you what to do. He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were 

your mouth and as if you were God to him. But take this staff in your hand so you can perform miraculous signs 

with it." 

 

Announcements 

 

The Thursday morning Bible Study group has begun the study of the book of Ephesians.  The group meets at 

9 a.m. 

 

The Adult Sunday School meets on Sundays at 8:45 a.m. in the parlor. Led by Rev. Helgeson, they are 

studying Galatians. 

 

If you would be interested in joining the church, please contact the pastor or the church office. 

 

Save the Date!! Deacons’ Picnic will be on Sunday, September 14, 2014 following the worship service. 

 

Please sign up if you would like to donate a cake/pie for the Cake Walk held during the Deacons’ Picnic on 

September 14, 2014. There is a signup sheet in the Narthex. 

 



Food pantry items are being gathered. Please keep the food coming and help those in need. Food can be left in 

the basket in Fellowship Hall. 

September: Baby food (jars) 

 

The Membership Committee is pleased with the response we’ve received with the new photo wall of “Our 

Church Family”. Everyone is invited to be part of this display and we encourage you to have a picture taken if 

you haven’t already done so. There’s someone to take a picture every Sunday morning and we want to make 

sure that you feel included. All you have to do is smile!! 

 

Join us for Coffee and Doughnuts in the Fellowship Hall before or after the Worship Service. 

 

We will be having an Ice Cream Social today at 3:00 p.m. There is a signup sheet in the Narthex for those 

wanting to attend. Following the Ice Cream Social, Greg & Gloria Thompson will be presenting a slide show on 

their trip to Poland and the concentration camps of Auschwitz and Birkenau. After the Thompson’s slide show 

Rae Miller will be showing a video of Rev. Burroughs 25th Anniversary. Everyone invited! 

 

Ruth Ladies Circle will be joining membership with Esther Ladies Circle. The first combined meeting will be 

on Tuesday, September 9 at 10:30 a.m. in the church parlor. New officers will be elected at that time. All 

meetings will be held the second Tuesday of the month at 10:30 –12:00. No refreshments will be served. Bring 

your own drinks if you wish. New members are always welcome. 

 

GOLF OUTING at Rogala Sept. 28, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. Come and join in on the fun.  Signup sheet in the 

narthex. 

 

Priscilla Circle will meet Tuesday, September 9 at 7:00 p.m. at the Church. Barb Daily is hostess, and will give 

devotions and Alice Jeisy will give the lesson on Matthew. If you have any questions call Alice Jeisy at (644-

2625) or Elise Carter at (235-6589). New members are always welcome. 

 

The members of the Mission Committee want to thank you for your generous contribution of 790 items to 

assist the Mattoon Schools' backpack program. Several cash donations were also received. 

 

The Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering of Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois will be Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014, 

at the First United Presbyterian Church of Centralia, 102 S. Hickory St., Centralia, IL, with registration 

beginning at 9:30 am. Lunch will be $7.00.  Highlights of the meeting will be mission work with Ethiopia, 

Appalachia, and SAFE (Sexual Assault and Family Emergencies organization). Ladies are encouraged to bring 

gently used purses filled with toiletries to be taken to safe houses in the area. If interested in carpooling, contact 

the church office at 234-6722. 

 

First Presbyterian Church will be holding a Middle School Lock-In on Friday, October 3rd from 7pm-7am. 

This event will be a joint venture between Mattoon and Effingham First Presbyterian Churches. It will also have 

a Survivor theme with plenty of food, games and fellowship. 

 

Kids Club will start on September 17, Wednesday, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Children, ages 4 thru 5th grade, will learn 

about God’s love through Bible stories, games, music, crafts, fun, and fellowship. Supper is provided. Everyone 

is welcome! 

 

VBS Please help yourself to the pictures on the 3 bulletin boards that feature VBS 

pictures. 

 

Kids Movie Night  There will be a Kids Movie Night on Friday, September 26, 2014, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. We will 

enjoy a family-friendly movie, snacks, fun, and fellowship together. Kids, ages 4-12 years, are welcome and 

encouraged to invite a friend. 



Kids Club Summer Activities Kids Club has had a summer full of fun activities. We visited Scovill Zoo where 

we saw lots of amazing animals. While there, we rode the carousel and the train. There was a pool party with 

lots of splashing revelry. Then we went crafting at Daisy Lane where we made three or four different craft 

projects. Next, we played miniature golf and had a milkshake party. We also went bumper bowling and had a 

great time. Finally, in addition to our regular monthly movie nights during the summer, we had a Girls Only 

movie night and a Boys Only movie night. Special thanks to those who helped chaperone our fun this summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Rev. Dr. John Helgeson Interim Pastor 

Cell:  724-816-8696 

Church phone: 234-6722 

revhelgeson@yahoo.com 

 

Cherry Wishard, Secretary 

Church phone: 234-6722 

Fax number: 234-4334 

fpchurch@consolidated.net 

 

John Swick, Treasurer 

Tammy Latch, Sexton 

Nancy C. Page, CE Director 

Sharon Barta, CE Asst. Dir. 

Toby Montgomery, Youth Dir. 

Dick Barta, Choir Director 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

Sunday, September 7 

8:45 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Children’s Church 

2:00 p.m. SMS 

3:00 p.m. Ice Cream Social 

3:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 

 

Tuesday, September 9 

10:00 a.m. Staff 

10:30 a.m. Esther Circle 

1:00 p.m. Dulcimers 

4:30 p.m. Personnel Meeting 

5:30 p.m. B&G 

7:00 p.m. Priscilla Circle 

7:00 p.m. Barbershoppers 

 

Thursday, September 11 

9:00 a.m. Bible Study 

6:00 p.m. Mystery Book Club 

 

Friday, September 12 

1:00 p.m. Women’s Reading Group 

 

Sunday, September 14 

8:45 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Children’s Church 

1:00 p.m. Pre-Pack Food pantry 

3:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 

Deacons Picnic after service 
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