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First Presbyterian Church 
10 Charleston Avenue, Mattoon, IL 61938 

Church Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 Monday – Friday 

Phone (217) 234-6722 * Fax (217) 234-4334 

Email: fpchurch@consolidated.net * Website: www.fpcmattoon.org 

 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

      

 

OPENING CHIMES  

 

PRELUDE  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: We live in a world of fear-  

People: fear that wants to dictate to us,  

Leader: fear that assumes the world is out to get us,  

People: fear that we have no control over our lives.  

All: Nonetheless, Jesus Christ is Lord, and he overcomes our fears.  

 

*HYMN No. 815 “Give to the Winds Thy Fears” (please be seated after hymn)  

 

EXCHANGE OF THE PEACE  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION (responsively)  
Leader: When we live in fear despite saying, “Jesus is Lord,”  

People: we sin and need Jesus to forgive us. Leader: Therefore, let us turn to the prayer of confession. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  

O Christ, we live in a world of conspiracies and the fears they provoke. We allow them to control 

us. We allow them to determine our lives. We allow fear to take over. We forget that you are Lord, 

and being Lord means you are ultimately in charge, in control, and the one who determines the 

world’s actions. Forgive us our fears. Forgive us when we give in to fear. Forgive us when we 

cannot look forward to you working in us gloriously. Teach us anew that you are Lord indeed, and 

therefore our future can be trusted in you. We pray this through your Holy Spirit, who assures us 

of your Lordship, Amen. 

 

PERSONAL SILENT CONFESSION   

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 
 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

CHILDREN’S CHAT  

 

OFFERING                          

OFFERTORY                   

*DOXOLOGY  

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)  

Because you are Lord, Jesus, we can trust the church and our  

lives to your grace and your future. As a result, O Jesus, we  

offer these our gifts to ensure your Lordship is proclaimed  

and lived. Praise be to you, O Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  

 

MINUTE FOR MISSION-DEACONS         Vicki Williams 

 

MEMBERSHIP PROFILE 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

SILENT PERSONAL PRAYER 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

HYMN No. 463   “How Firm A Foundation”  

 

RESPONSIVE READING FROM THE PROPHETS             Isaiah 8:11-15  

 

READING FROM THE EPISTLES          IPeter 3:13-15a  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC “Now the Green Blade Rises”     Nancy Loushay-Helgeson  

 

READING FROM THE HISTORICAL BOOKS                   II Kings 9:1-16  

 

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the 

Father, and to the 

Son, and to the 

Holy Ghost.  As it 

was in the 

beginning, is now 

and ever shall be, 

world without end.  

Amen.  Amen. 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father 

Almighty, Maker of Heaven 

and Earth, and in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord; who 

was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead 

and buried; He descended 

into hell; the third day He 

rose again from the dead; He 

ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; 

from thence He shall come to 

judge the quick and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and 

the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory forever.  Amen. 
 



SERMON “A CONSPIRACY OF FEAR, A FEAR OF CONSPIRACY”   Rev. John Helgeson  

 

*HYMN No. 661 “Why Should I Feel Discouraged? (His Eye Is On the Sparrow)”  

 

*CHARGE  

 

*BENEDICTION  

 

*DEPARTING HYMN No. 701  “Sanctuary’  

   Lord prepare me to be a sanctuary,  

   pure and holy, tried and true.  

   With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living  

   sanctuary for you. 

 

*POSTLUDE 

 

Isaiah 8:11-15 

(Responsive reading) 
The LORD spoke to me with his strong hand upon me, warning me not to follow the way of this people. He 

said:  

"Do not call conspiracy everything that these people call conspiracy; do not fear what they fear, and do 

not dread it.  

The LORD Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy, he is the one you are to fear, he is the one you are to 

dread,  

and he will be a sanctuary; but for both houses of Israel he will be a stone that causes men to stumble and 

a rock that makes them fall.  
And for the people of Jerusalem he will be a trap and a snare.  

Many of them will stumble; they will fall and be broken, they will be snared and captured." 

 

 

 

l Peter 3:13-15a 
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are 

blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always 

be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do 

this with gentleness and respect,  

 

 

ll Kings 9:1-16 

The prophet Elisha summoned a man from the company of the prophets and said to him, "Tuck your cloak into 

your belt, take this flask of oil with you and go to Ramoth Gilead. When you get there, look for Jehu son of 

Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi. Go to him, get him away from his companions and take him into an inner room. 

Then take the flask and pour the oil on his head and declare, 'This is what the LORD says: I anoint you king 

over Israel.' Then open the door and run; don't delay!" So the young man, the prophet, went to Ramoth Gilead. 

When he arrived, he found the army officers sitting together. "I have a message for you, commander," he said. 

"For which of us?" asked Jehu. "For you, commander," he replied. Jehu got up and went into the house. Then 

the prophet poured the oil on Jehu's head and declared, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'I 

anoint you king over the LORD's people Israel. You are to destroy the house of Ahab your master, and I will 

avenge the blood of my servants the prophets and the blood of all the LORD's servants shed by Jezebel. The 

whole house of Ahab will perish. I will cut off from Ahab every last male in Israel--slave or free. I will make 

the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat and like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah. As for 

Jezebel, dogs will devour her on the plot of ground at Jezreel, and no one will bury her.' Then he opened the 



door and ran. When Jehu went out to his fellow officers, one of them asked him, "Is everything all right? Why 

did this madman come to you?" "You know the man and the sort of things he says," Jehu replied. "That's not 

true!" they said. "Tell us." Jehu said, "Here is what he told me: 'This is what the LORD says: I anoint you king 

over Israel.' " They hurried and took their cloaks and spread them under him on the bare steps. Then they blew 

the trumpet and shouted, "Jehu is king!" 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There will be no hymn of the month for June. 

 

If you choose, you may face the cross during the singing of the Gloria Patri in recognition of what Jesus has 

done for us on the cross.  

 

The Thursday Morning Bible study group will begin a new book for study in June from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 

a.m. in the parlor.  

 

The Adult Sunday School meets on Sundays at 8:45 a.m. in the parlor. Led by Rev. Helgeson, they are 

studying 1 Corinthians.  

 

Join us for Coffee and Doughnuts in the Fellowship Hall before or after the Worship Service.  

 

Food pantry items are being gathered. Please keep the food coming and help those in need. Food can be left in 

the basket in Fellowship Hall. June-Jelly  

 

Priscilla Circle will not meet again until September.  

 

Esther Circle Annual Used Book Sale will be held on Saturday, June 28th 7:00-1:00 in the Fellowship Hall. 

The set-up date for the sale will be Friday, June 27th. The money from the sale goes to mission projects and 

needs in the church. If you have any books you would like to donate for the sale please bring them to the church 

between now and June 27th.  

 

Mark your calendar - Vacation Bible School will be June 9-13.  

 

June 8th is Pentecost Sunday. Please wear red to church that Sunday and/or bring a red geranium to be planted 

on the church grounds.  

 

Presbyterians Today Magazine - If you would like to subscribe to Presbyterians Today at the special rate of 

$12.48 for one year, please see Nancy C. Page or leave the following in the Church Office: your name, mailing 

address, and a check payable to the Church for $12.48, write Presbyterians Today on the memo line of your 

check, no later than May 30.  

 

Children’s Sunday School will be on summer vacation until August 17. 

 

Young Adult Sunday School will be on summer vacation until August 17. 

 

Volunteers needed for VBS.  Please contact Nancy C. Page at 234-6722 for more information. No experience 

necessary. 

 

GIRLS ON THE RUN 
We are very fortunate here in Mattoon to have a chapter of Girls on the Run at our YMCA. This program is for 

girls in 3rd thru 8th grades. It is a 10 week program starting the week of Sept. 8th, 2014. The girls meet twice a 

week: Monday and Wednesday or Tuesday and Thursday for 90 minutes. There are several different sites for 

these meetings: Williams School, Riddle School, the YMCA, and St. John’s Church. There is a lesson that 



includes training for a 5 K, helping the girls with their own character (not gossiping, body image, etc.), working 

as a team, working in the community, help with healthy living.  

The girls are given a healthy snack at each meeting and receive a water bottle, T-Shirt, and entry to the 5 K 

(November 8th, 2014) at registration. Registration is August 11th until August 25th, 2014 at the YMCA. The 

cost is $100 per girl with scholarships available at the YMCA if needed. Another 10 week class is offered in the 

spring.  

If you are interested in this awesome program, please contact the church office at 234-6722. For more 

information on Girls on the Run, go to the website girlsontheruneci.org.  

 

We need YOU....our VETERANS.....to ride or walk with the First Presbyterian Church's float in this year's 4th 

of July parade. If you are interested, please let Toby Montgomery or Connie Buescher know. Thanks so much. 

We look forward to honoring you!!  

 

Women's Association will be hosting a brunch on Father’s Day June 15th in honor of our fathers. A signup 

sheet is in the narthex. We appreciate your help in providing food. We hope all will plan on staying to enjoy 

good food and great fellowship. Thanks!  

 

Sunday, June 8, is Kevin Chunko’s last Sunday with us. As is our custom, church people, if you choose, may 

donate a love offering as a goodbye gift to Kevin.  

 

A BIG THANK YOU for all those who came for our work day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Rev. John Helgeson Interim Pastor 

Cell:  724-816-8696 

Church phone: 234-6722 

revhelgeson@yahoo.com 

 

Cherry Wishard, Secretary 

Church phone: 234-6722 

Fax number: 234-4334 

fpchurch@consolidated.net 

 

John Swick, Treasurer 

Tammy Latch, Sexton 

Nancy C. Page, CE Director 

Sharon Barta, CE Asst. Dir. 

Toby Montgomery, Youth Dir. 

Dick Barta, Choir Director 

Kevin Chunko, Organist 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sunday, June 1 

Graduation Sunday 

8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service  

9:45 a.m. Children’s Church 

10:30 a.m. Graduation Reception 

2:00 p.m. SMS 

 

Tuesday, June 3 

10:00 a.m. Staff Meeting 

12:00 p.m. MS 

1:00 p.m. Dulcimers 

6:00 p.m. Worship Committee 

7:00 p.m. Barbershoppers 

 

Wednesday, June 4 

8:30 a.m. Women’s Board Meeting 

10:00 a.m. Membership 

 

Thursday, June 5  

9:00 Bible Study 

 

Sunday, June 8 

Pentecost Sunday 

8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service  

9:45 a.m. Children’s Church 

Reception for Kevin Chunko after service 

1:00 p.m. Pre-Pack Food Pantry 
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