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First Presbyterian Church 

10 Charleston Avenue, Mattoon, IL 61938 

Church Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 Monday – Friday 

Phone (217) 234-6722 * Fax (217) 234-4334 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

      

OPENING CHIMES 
  

PRELUDE         

CALL TO WORSHIP   

Leader:  The Lord is with me-  

 People:  here to watch over me. 

 Leader:  The Lord helps me- 

 People:  provides for me, cares for me, and leads me. 

 All:       The Lord is good to me. 
 

                                           

 *HYMN No. 802 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 

 CALL TO CONFESSION (unison) 

Leader:  When we look for excuses instead of dealing with God, 

People:  we sin and need God’s forgiveness in Jesus Christ.  

Leader:  Let us use the prayer of confession to find forgiveness. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

O Christ, we find all types of excuses to avoid dealing with you.  We are too busy.  There 

are  

things we have to do otherwise.  People need us now. Our favorite show is on.  There is a 

game I want to see. Work demands our time.  We promised someone we would help them.  

This is the only time we have to ourselves.  O Christ, we are good at making excuses, 

especially when it comes to matters of our indeed.  We pray through your Holy Spirit, 

Amen. 
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PERSONAL SILENT CONFESSION   
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 

 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

 

CHILDREN’S CHAT  

 

OFFERING                          

OFFERTORY                   

*DOXOLOGY  

 *PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

For keeping us together as your church helping us to do your  

will in your church, we thank you, Lord Jesus, and offer you  

these our gifts.  Use them for the good of your church and  

us together, we pray in your holy name, Amen. 

 

 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

SILENT PERSONAL PRAYER 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

*HYMN OF THE MONTH No. 203      

     “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love” 

 

RESPONSIVE READING  

   

FIRST READING FROM THE GOSPELS                         John 9:1-23  

 

SOLO    “O Carpenter”          Nancy Loushay-Helgeson 

 

SERMON                “DON”T LOOK FOR EXCUSES”      Rev. John Helgeson                   

                           
 

*HYMN No. 801   “THE LORD’S MY SHEPHERD, I’LL NOT WANT” 

 

*CHARGE 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*DEPARTING HYMN No. 313 verse 1 “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

  Lord, make us more holy; Lord make us more holy; 

  Lord make us more holy, until we meet again: 

  holy, holy, holy, until we meet again. 

   

 

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the 

Father, and to the 

Son, and to the 

Holy Ghost.  As it 

was in the 

beginning, is now 

and ever shall be, 

world without end.  

Amen.  Amen. 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father 

Almighty, Maker of Heaven 

and Earth, and in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord; who 

was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead 

and buried; He descended 

into hell; the third day He 

rose again from the dead; He 

ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; 

from thence He shall come to 

judge the quick and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy Catholic Church; the 

communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and 

the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

To the Glory of God and 

in Memory 

of 

Bill Phillips 2/7/03 

and 

Boyd Phillips 3/31/85 

From 

Phyllis & Dorothy 
 



 *POSTLUDE 

     

Psalm 23 

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  

 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 

he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  

 Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 

LORD forever. 

 

John 9:1-23 

     As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 

his parents, that he was born blind?" "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened 

so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who 

sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." Having 

said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. "Go," he told 

him, "wash in the Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home 

seeing.  His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same man who used 

to sit and beg?" Some claimed that he was. Others said, "No, he only looks like him." But he himself insisted, "I 

am the man." "How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded. He replied, "The man they call Jesus made 

some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I 

could see." "Where is this man?" they asked him. "I don't know," he said.  

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud 

and opened the man's eyes was a Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his 

sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I washed, and now I see." Some of the Pharisees said, 

"This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." But others asked, "How can a sinner do such 

miraculous signs?" So they were divided. Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say 

about him? It was your eyes he opened." The man replied, "He is a prophet." The Jews still did not believe that 

he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the man's parents. "Is this your son?" they 

asked. "Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?" "We know he is our son," the 

parents answered, "and we know he was born blind. But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we 

don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." His parents said this because they were afraid of 

the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be 

put out of the synagogue. That was why his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 

 

John 9:24-41 

     A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God, " they said. "We know this 

man is a sinner." He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but 

now I see!" Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered, "I have 

told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his 

disciples, too?" Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You are this fellow's disciple! We are disciples of 

Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes from." 

The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 

We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. Nobody has ever 

heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." To this 

they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!" And they threw him out.  



Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of 

Man?" "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him." Jesus said, "You have now seen 

him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you." Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. Jesus 

said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become 

blind." Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, "What? Are we blind too?" Jesus said, 

"If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains. 

 

Announcements 

 

If you choose, you may face the cross during the singing of the Gloria Patri in recognition of what Jesus has 

done for us on the cross. 
 

The hymns chosen when the pastor preaches from the lectionary are recommended in the lectionary index in 

the back of the hymnal (pages 968-978) based on the church calendar. 
 

The Lenten study He Set His Face to Jerusalem. Meets on Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. You may eat with the Kids 

Club beforehand or not as you choose. Books are available free, and will be given on a first-come first-served 

basis to whoever wants one even if you are unable to attend the classes. 
 

 The Thursday Morning Bible study group meets from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in the 

parlor. They are studying Exodus and Deuteronomy.  
 

The Young Adult Sunday School meets on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in the lounge down by the gym.  They are 

studying The Story.  
 

The Adult Sunday School meets on Sundays at 8:45 a.m. in the parlor.  Led by 

 Rev. Helgeson, they are studying 1 Corinthians. 
 

Food pantry items are being gathered.  Please keep the food coming and help those in need.  Food can be 

left in the basket in Fellowship Hall. March-Cookies 

 

Join us for Coffee and Doughnuts in the Fellowship Hall before or after the Worship Service. 
 

Middle School/Jr. High Youth Group meets at the Church on the second Sunday of the month, 4-6:00 p.m.  

 We will share a meal, discuss Christian issues and Bible studies, work on mission projects, and enjoy fellowship 

activities, April 13 will be Toby Montgomery’s first youth group meeting.   
 

Southeastern Illinois Presbytery Women’s Spring 2014 Gathering with a program featuring the Orphanage 

in Haiti, Marion Medical Mission and Worship!  Saturday, April 5, 2014 First Presbyterian Church, 10 Charleston 

Ave., Mattoon, IL. Registration begins at 9:30 am, program/meeting at 10 a.m. 
 

Vespers and Pizza will be today at 5:30 p.m.  Please sign-up in the narthex so we will know how much food to 

prepare.    
 

Beginning on today and running through April 27th, the Mission Committee will be collecting items 

for HOPE of East Central Illinois.  Please place your donations in the collection box in the Narthex. 
  

Items currently needed by HOPE are: Wal-Mart gift cards, phone cards, gas cards, women's and 

children's underwear, socks, and pajamas. 

      With your help we can fill the cross for Easter Sunday.  Please consider bringing an Easter lily 

to church on Thursday or Friday before Easter – OR – making a donation and a lily will be 

purchased for you.  You may indicate how you would like this Easter lily recognized in the Easter 

Sunday bulletin by completing an Easter lily form, which are available in the narthex.   

     Please have these recognition forms completed by Monday, April 14th  

 

 



 

 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sunday, March 30
th

  

8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study  

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

10:30 a.m. Young Adults’ 

Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday 

School 

5:30 p.m. Vespers & Pizza 

 

Tuesday, April 1
st
      

12:00 p.m. MS 

6:00 p.m. Worship 

7:00 p.m. Barbershoppers 

 

Wednesday, April 2
nd

  

8:30 a.m.  Women’s Board 

Meeting 

10:00 a.m. Membership 

5:30 p.m. Kids’ Club 

6:15 p.m. Lenten Study 

2:00 p.m. SMS 

 
Thursday, April 3

rd
   

9:00 a.m. Bible Study 

9:30 a.m. Ruth Circle 

 

Saturday, April 5
th

  

10:00 a.m. Women’s Spring 

Gathering 

Sunday, April 6
th

   

8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study  

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

10:30 a.m. Young Adults’ 

Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday 

School 

 


