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First Presbyterian Church 
10 Charleston Avenue, Mattoon, IL 61938 

Church Office Hours: 8:30-4:30 Monday – Friday 

Phone (217) 234-6722 * Fax (217) 234-4334 

Email: fpchurch@consolidated.net * Website: www.fpcmattoon.org 

 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

      

 

 

OPENING CHIMES 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: There is a time for beginnings and a time for endings. 

People: There is a time for churches to face themselves and a time for churches to move on. 

Leader: There is a time for the people of God to be in a wilderness and a time for the people of God to 

be in the promised land. 

People: An interim leads churches in difficult times and then leaves,  

All: but it is a new pastor who guides the church to a new future through Jesus Christ. 

 

*HYMN No. 49   “The God of Abraham Praise” 

    (please be seated after hymn) 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION (responsively) 

Leader: When we complain in the wilderness despite God’s presence. 

People: We sin and need forgiveness indeed in Jesus Christ. 

Leader: Therefore, us use the prayer of confession as a means to forgiveness. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

Forgive us, O God, when we have fought facing up to ourselves honestly as a church. It was hard 

and we really did not always see the necessity. Too often, we tried to evade or ignore our own 

failings as a church, instead of turning the church over to you.  Deliver us from complaining, 

bickering, and insisting on our own way when Christ is really what this church is about. Allow us 

to see the promised land and the promise become real in our new pastor and us as a church. We 

pray this in Jesus Christ, whose church we must continue to be, Amen. 

 

PERSONAL SILENT CONFESSION   

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

*GLORIA PATRI 
 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

CHILDREN’S CHAT 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison) 

You have brought us to the promised land with our new pastor,  

O God, and we thank you, praise you and glorify you. Use these  

our gifts to show how much we owe to you, because of the new 

beginning we are about to start. We pray this by your  

Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

 

MEMBERSHIP PROFILE 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

 

SILENT PERSONAL PRAYER 

 

*HYMN No. 464  “Our Father, Which Art in Heaven” 

    (Hymn of the month) 

   (Lead by Nancy Loushay-Helgeson) 

 

FIRST READING FROM THE PENTATEUCH  Deuteronomy 33:1-29 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY       Westminster Choir 

 “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and give to God what is God’s.” 

    (Matt 22: 15-22) 

   “Remember the Sabbath”    (David Huntsinger) 

 

RESPONSIVE READING FROM THE PENTATEUCH Deuteronomy 34:1-9 

 

SERMON   “I WILL NOT SEE THE PROMISED LAND”   Rev. John Helgeson 

 

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the 

Father, and to the 

Son, and to the 

Holy Ghost.  As it 

was in the 

beginning, is now 

and ever shall be, 

world without end.  

Amen.  Amen. 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father 

Almighty, Maker of Heaven 

and Earth, and in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord; who 

was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, dead 

and buried; He descended 

into hell; the third day He 

rose again from the dead; He 

ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; 

from thence He shall come to 

judge the quick and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and 

the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory forever.  Amen. 
 



*HYMN No. 81  “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” 

 

*CHARGE 

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

*DEPARTING HYMN No. 765 

“May the God of Hope Go With Us Song of Hope” 

May the God of hope go with us every day, 

filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 

May the God of justice speed us on our way, 

bringing light and hope to every land and race. 

Praying, let us work for peace; 

singing, share our joy with all; 

working for a world that's new, 

faithful when we hear Christ's call. 

 

*ORGAN POSTLUDE 

 
Deuteronomy 33:1-29 

This is the blessing that Moses the man of God pronounced on the Israelites before his death. He said: "The 

LORD came from Sinai and dawned over them from Seir; he shone forth from Mount Paran. He came with 

myriads of holy ones from the south, from his mountain slopes. Surely it is you who love the people; all the 

holy ones are in your hand. At your feet they all bow down, and from you receive instruction, the law that 

Moses gave us, the possession of the assembly of Jacob. He was king over Jeshurun when the leaders of the 

people assembled, along with the tribes of Israel. "Let Reuben live and not die, nor his men be few." And this he 

said about Judah: "Hear, O LORD, the cry of Judah; bring him to his people. With his own hands he defends his 

cause. Oh, be his help against his foes!" About Levi he said: "Your Thummim and Urim belong to the man you 

favored. You tested him at Massah; you contended with him at the waters of Meribah. He said of his father and 

mother, 'I have no regard for them.' He did not recognize his brothers or acknowledge his own children, but he 

watched over your word and guarded your covenant. He teaches your precepts to Jacob and your law to Israel. 

He offers incense before you and whole burnt offerings on your altar. Bless all his skills, O LORD, and be 

pleased with the work of his hands. Smite the loins of those who rise up against him; strike his foes till they rise 

no more." About Benjamin he said: "Let the beloved of the LORD rest secure in him, for he shields him all day 

long, and the one the LORD loves rests between his shoulders." About Joseph he said: "May the LORD bless 

his land with the precious dew from heaven above and with the deep waters that lie below; with the best the sun 

brings forth and the finest the moon can yield; with the choicest gifts of the ancient mountains and the 

fruitfulness of the everlasting hills; with the best gifts of the earth and its fullness and the favor of him who 

dwelt in the burning bush. Let all these rest on the head of Joseph, on the brow of the prince among his brothers. 

In majesty he is like a firstborn bull; his horns are the horns of a wild ox. With them he will gore the nations, 

even those at the ends of the earth. Such are the ten thousands of Ephraim; such are the thousands of 

Manasseh." About Zebulun he said: "Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out, and you, Issachar, in your tents. They 

will summon peoples to the mountain and there offer sacrifices of righteousness; they will feast on the 

abundance of the seas, on the treasures hidden in the sand." About Gad he said: "Blessed is he who enlarges 

Gad's domain! Gad lives there like a lion, tearing at arm or head. He chose the best land for himself; the leader's 

portion was kept for him. When the heads of the people assembled, he carried out the LORD's righteous will, 

and his judgments concerning Israel." About Dan he said: "Dan is a lion's cub, springing out of Bashan." About 

Naphtali he said: "Naphtali is abounding with the favor of the LORD and is full of hisblessing; he will inherit 

southward to the lake." About Asher he said: "Most blessed of sons is Asher; let him be favored by his brothers, 

and let him bathe his feet in oil. The bolts of your gates will be iron and bronze, and your strength will equal 

your days. "There is no one like the God of Jeshurun, who rides on the heavens to help you and on the clouds in 

his majesty. The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms. He will drive out your 



enemy before you, saying, 'Destroy him!' So Israel will live in safety alone; Jacob's spring is secure in a land of 

grain and new wine, where the heavens drop dew.  Blessed are you, O Israel! Who is like you, a people saved 

by the LORD? He is your shield and helper and your glorious sword. Your enemies will cower before you, and 

you will trample down their high places." 

 

Deuteronomy 34:1-9 

(responsive reading) 

Then Moses climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from Jericho. There the 

LORD showed him the whole land--from Gilead to Dan, 

all of Naphtali, the territory of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the western sea, 

the Negev and the whole region from the Valley of Jericho, the City of Palms, as far as Zoar. 

Then the LORD said to him, "This is the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob when I 

said, 'I will give it to your descendants.' 

I have let you see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it." And Moses the servant of the LORD 

died there in Moab, as the LORD had said. 

He buried him in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one knows where his grave is. 

Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his strength gone. The 

Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the time of weeping and mourning was over. 

Now Joshua son of Nun was filled with the spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him. So 

the Israelites listened to him and did what the LORD had commanded Moses. 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

The Thursday Morning Bible Study Group has begun the study of the book of Ephesians.  The group meets 

at 9 a.m. 

 

The Adult Sunday School meets on Sundays at 8:45 a.m. in the parlor. Led by Rev. Helgeson, they are 

studying Galatians. 

 

Food pantry items are being gathered. Please keep the food coming and help those in need. Food can be left in 

the basket in Fellowship Hall.  October: Stuffing Mix 

 

Join us for Coffee and Doughnuts in the Fellowship Hall before or after the Worship Service. 

 

If you would be interested in joining the church, please contact the pastor or the church office. 

 

Volunteer Teachers needed for Kids Club and Children’s Church. Please contact Nancy Page or Sharon Barta. 

 

Kids Club is off to a wonderful start this year. Currently, 25 children, ages 4 through 5th grade, are learning 

about God through games, food and fellowship, Bible stories and crafts, and songs. Special thanks to Florence 

Beck, the Women’s Circles, Elsie Carter for donating milk each week, and all those who make cookies and 

cupcakes for us. 

 

Mark your calendar now. Kids Club will celebrate Halloween on October 29, with a potluck dinner followed 

by Trunk or Treat in the church parking lot. All congregation members and friends are invited to join us for the 

fun! Costumes for the adults are optional but encouraged. More details will be provided closer to the time of the 

event. 

 

Fit-2-Serve is a local mission effort which, among other activities, serves a meal to those in need every Friday. 

We are scheduled to serve on Friday, November 21. If you can help please let the church office know. If you 



have any questions contact a member of the Mission Committee: Elsie Carter, Jan Cornell, Mary-Nance Miller, 

Nancy Page, Jo Swick, and Sue Gathmann. 

 

Vespers & Pizza will be cancelled for the months of October and November. If you have any questions please 

contact Steve Ball. 

 

The Presbyterian Women are holding a Holiday Bazaar, Kids Corner, and Bake Sale on November 22, 9:00 

a.m. until noon. Please donate gently used toys, children’s books, ANY holiday items, baked goods and 

candies. Please bring your items to the “Bell Room” by Thursday November 20. Baked goods and candy 

should be labeled with the name of the item and its ingredients and brought to the kitchen on the November 21. 

If you would like to bring something to sell the day of the Bazaar, please have it priced to sell. The monies 

collected will go towards several missions of the PW. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Rev. Dr. John Helgeson Interim Pastor 

Cell:  724-816-8696 

Church phone: 234-6722 

revhelgeson@yahoo.com 

 

Cherry Wishard, Secretary 

Church phone: 234-6722 

Fax number: 234-4334 

fpchurch@consolidated.net 

 

John Swick, Treasurer 

Tammy Latch, Sexton 

Nancy C. Page, CE Director 

Sharon Barta, CE Asst. Dir. 

Toby Montgomery, Youth Dir. 

Dick Barta, Choir Director 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

Sunday, October 19 

8:45 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Children’s Church 

3:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 

5:00 p.m. High School Youth Group 

 

Tuesday, October 21 

9:00 a.m. PEO 

1:00 p.m. Beginner Dulcimers 

6:00 p.m. Mission 

7:00 p.m. Barbershoppers 

 

Wednesday, October 22 

5:30 p.m. Kids Club 

 

Thursday, October 23 

9:00 a.m. Bible Study 

6:00 p.m. PEO 

 

Friday, October 24 

3:30 p.m. Advanced Dulcimers 

 

Sunday, October 26 

8:45 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

9:45 a.m. Children’s Church 

Luncheon for Rev. Helgeson 

3:00 p.m. Middle School Youth Group 
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